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EINHARDT RATHCKE--Continued 
DIRECT EXAMINATION--Resumed 
Commissioner: 
Mr. George R. Taylor (The Commission reconvened at 1045 hours) 


THE SA 





MR. TAYLOR: The witness is reminded that he is still under oath. 
THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


MR. TAYLOR: Proceed, Doctor. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION RESUMED 
BY DR. BOEHM (Defense Counsel for the SA) 

&. I asked you yesterday, witness, whether you or the SA has received any 
instructions which would have indicated the nature of the plans of the SA leader- 
ship. Is it true that answering yesterday that the little SA man did not have 
much political insight or forsight? 

A. I may repeat that the passing of orders to the lower grades of 5A leaders 
was a very bad one; that the political information passed to the average SA-man 
was very poor, and that I myself, in good conscience, can say that the average 
SÀ-nan has no insight of the political plans of the SA leadership. 

Q. Was it possible during the years of 1933 to 1938, or even up to 1939, 
that anybody could have made propaganda, and he believed that an aggressive war 
was planned? 

A. Quax One should not gorget that the SA was composed of men who were starving 
and hungry during the first world war and who were unemployed subsequently, and who 
eutaxustkingx wanted nothing but peace, work and bread. And one should alsì re- 


member that the annual gathering of the Nazi Party in 1939, had been known as one 


of peace. 
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Q. Could the average SA-man conclude from Hitler's speeches of the plan of 
ageressive war, or was he rather to conclude the opposite? 

A. If one believed Hitler, and it was still possible, one could not be able 
to believe that he was planning an aggressive war. 

MR. TAYLOR: Doctor, does this pertain to this witness? I understand 
he is to testify cenerally as to the attitude of the SA towards the church. 

DR. BOEHM; I discussed that group of questions with Gol. Neave, and 
this was verified by my colleague, Mr. Aschneuer, who was there. 

XR. MABRECO: This matter was referred by telephone to Col. Neave 
yesterday afternoon, and he said expressivély that he had been chosen to testify 
only on the attitude of the SA towards the church. 

MR. TAYLOR: I don't know what Col. Neave approved or did not approve, 
but the witness apparently is giving his own personal views of the attituce or the 
expression of what he thinks of Hitler's speeches. The Commission doesn't believe 
that it is material to the defense of the organization. 

DR. BOEEN: I discussed with Col. Neave that the witness is a gentleman 
representing the highest administrative body of the church, and that he should be 
heard on these questions also. 

MR. TAYLOR: The Commission has no objection to that. The Commission 
doesn't say the witness is not a gentleman. The Commission doesn't say that he 
isn't familier with the attitude of the people and the church, but he must 
confine himelf to the defense of the organization. Let's confine ourselves to the 
defense of the organization, and that is all the Commission is going to hear from 
this witness. I don't want to heanany personal opinions. 


MR. ASCHENAUER: I would like to explain a misunderstanding. The represen- 


tative of the prosecution will remember that Capt. Tubridy came down yesterday and 


v 


ĉonfirmed that he had ordered, after discussing the matter with Col. leave, 
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had 
that Col. Nesve/xkmxi& be phoned by the defense and the points were laid down 


on which the witness mums was to be exemined as follows: 

MR. TAYLOR: It's not necessary to continue this discussion. You have 
your witness here - proceed alons the line of defense that you have and introduce 
the evidence that this witness is going to testify. but apparently during your line 
of questions this morning, some are not relevant to the defense. 

Q- Did the SA take steps which are to be interpreted as hostile towards the church? 
A. One should keep in mind that one of the sub-membere was the Parlimentary 

Minister's son, Horst. Father was the field chancállor of the late Field Marshal 
von Hindenburg. 

MR. TAYLOR: The witness is not answering your questions. He is going into 
Q speech-making testimony. Let's confine ourselves to your questions. The witness 
is intelligent - he can answer your questions. You ask the questions and let him 
answer it. That's all we want. 

DR. BOEHM: It is the opinion of the Defense Counsel that the question 
cannot be answered with one sentence only. 

MR. TAYLOR: The Commission may be wrong, but certainly it doesn't take 
the witness all this time to answer your question. That's what is delaying all 
these hearings - is the witnesses trying to sive a specch and sivea lot of explanation. 
I do hope thst counsel will get together with the witnesseg»snd have the witnesses» 
answer the questions briefly when possible. 

LT. COMDR. FELTON: I think the witnesses should be instructed to answer 
the question either yes or no. If no, nothing more can be explained If yes, then 
he canexplain what the hostile actions were. 

DR. BOEHM: Whether explanations are necessary are MS on the knowledge 

M v Taylar 

of the witness and prosecution can not give directives.; (I suggest that 


one should agree that witnesses should asx answer as they do before the 
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Tribunal with yes or no and if they then consider it necessary to sive explanation, 
then they should be permitted to do so. 

LT. COMDR. FELTON: Exactly. 

MR. TAYLOR: let's proceéd - £o ahead. 

Q. You explained tsm to us , Witness, that Horst was the song of a minister. 
What do you conclude from that in regard to my question whether the SA acted in 
& hostile manner towards the church? 

A. From my experiences within the framework of the church, I do not know of 
one incident in which the SA disturbed divine services or damazed,in any way, 
church buildings or property. 

Q. If such incidents would have occurred, would the church administration 
have learned about it? 

A. Yes, it would have come to our knowledge just as much as we learn today 
that the wives of ministers are raped and the ministers are torn away from their 
residentes. 

Q. Was the word of the Lord ridiculed within the SA? 

A. There are some free thinkers in the SA who opposed the preaching of the 
word Lord in the SA in occasional conversations. There were individual residents 
to which were accustomed on the basis of pkx philosophical controversies we had 
carred on throughout the years. 

Q. Can one say that those people were free thinkers beceuse they belonzed to 
the SA, or would one say they would have been fisdibdslera as members of any other 
organization too? 

A. Yes, we had former Gommunists in the SA. 


Q. Did the average SA-man approve of the persecution of the Jews? 


A. There was a general indignation within the SA ebout the events of 
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November 8 and 9, 1938, in spite of the fact that unfortunately in some places 
SÀÁ-men participated in those outrages. As far as I recollect they were 
individual residents which were punished immediately. 

Q- What did the SA know about the concentration camps? 

LT. COMDR. FELTON: This man is not qualified to answer that as far 
as I know. 

MR. TAYLOR: If the witness knows the answer himself, all right. If 
it is personal opinion, then the question is not proper. If he knows, it's 
different. 

Q- What did you as a member of the church administrative body know about 
concentration camps? 

MR. TAYLOR: Let's find out what his qualifications are to know, 
except his individual opinior. It appears you are aksing him for a conclusiva , 
rethsf—personel. 

DR. BOEHM: Originally the witness was called to testify on the subject 
SA and the church, end I reached the agreement with Col. Neave to the effect that 
the witness who was a member of the highest administrative body of the Protestent 
church in Germany, that he be heard on the aspect - on the point of view the 
average German had on the SA, and Col. Neave replied as follows: considering 
the position which the witness has held, it will be interesting to hear him 
on that subject. 


MR. TAYLOR: We arqvasting a lot of time and frequently the Commission 


[d 
Amado Ea E 


is of the opinion, that” this_is — I don't think the Commission under 6-A ==- 
c ert ^. Pelta — tp repel Cm, p “WALLE 

I ‘think counsel having read that, should confine themselves to that in testimony 

before the Commission. We can save more time by — going ahead and letting 


the witness answer. 


DR. BOEEM: Article 6 A (3) is based on the assumption of whether or 
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not the individual member of the SA could ascertain the criminal character of 
the organization. This witness was not a leader in the SA. He was just a simple 
SA man, and as such and from his position as leading church administrator, he 
was able to gain certain opinions from the SA and I would like to request that 
the Commission hear at least one witness of this nature. We know that crimes 
were committed in concentration camps, and I think it would be highly valuable 
if * would learn from this witness what he and his church learned about crimes 
in concentration camps. 

MR. TAYLOR:  Froceed with the witness. 

Q. What di. the SA know about the concentration camps? 

A. Everybody knew there existed the concentration campe of Oranienburg and 
Dachau, Meeamss Those camps were characterized as institutions of temporary 
nature.  TXkmxxxsrs*X There were in the ranks of the SA even people who had been dis- 
charged from concentration camps. However, those people refused to give any 
information about the treatment they had received in the concentration camps. 

9. And what did you know as a member of the church administrative body 
about the concentration camps? 

The concentration camp, Sachsenhausen belonged in my church district. 
Because Pastor Niemueller was kept there, we tried in vain to get in contact with 
that camp. Neither Dr. Niemeller's direct co-workers were in a position,Probst 


/ 


Hans Boehm were in a position to do so, nor the superintendent of the church 


at Eberhard Simon. 


Q. Did the SA know anything about any of the other crimes the prosecution 


charges? 


A. May I ask of what crimes you are talking? 


Q. I refer to all crimes chargef under 6 A , and that means not only crimes 
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against peace, but war crimes and crimes azainst humanity as well. 

A. Those crimeswere supposedly committed during the wer at a time when the 
majority of the members of the SA served in the armed forces. 

Q- Did you read anything about them in the newspapers? 

A. Wo. 

Q. Did you gain from any source any information on those things? 

A. No. 

Q. Wasn't i$ also that political propazanáa made it impossible for you 
to be informed of those things? 

A. Yes, of course, that is true, because propaganda was mostly one-sided, 
but there was no other source of information existing for us. 

Q. Do you know that there was a penalty of death if you would listen to 
foreien broadcasts? 

A. Yes, I know that. 

Q- Did members of the SA in conversations with you in your capacity as a 
minister try to get clarification as to the result and consequence of belonging 
to the SA? 

A. Yes, while the radicalism of SA increased, it became important for the 
individual to ascertain how much longer he was compelled to remain obedient to 
the SA. 

Q. Did you ever discuss with individuals to what extent the State was en- 
titled to demand individuals to Joining or remaining within the S&? And did 
jou affirm or negate that question in principle? 

A. On the basis of the German lew to assure the unity of State and Party, 
issued on December 1, 1933, every German} citizen was obliged to belong to an 


organization of the Party. 


Q. That means you answered that question in the affirmative in the / 
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conversation with your SA members? 

À. On the basis of Biblical consequence of obedience as expressed in Romans 
#13, every minister has to subhit to the order of obedience towards State authorities. 
The only thing we could tell the individual was that you, at the point you are 
standing, have the obligation to oppose crimes. 

Q- What was the attractive element for you in the SA? 

A. In the SA was a simple German people in whose cleanliness and decency I 
still believe. 

Q. Weren't there other elements in the SA which attracted you too, as for 
instance, the idea of the union of the people? 

A. I stressed already yesterday that after the years of starvation and struggle, 
everybody desired a real socialist people community, and that was our conviction. 

On tht point there was a real missionary task for the church. 

Q- You know that Niemueller was put into a concentration camp. Why didn't 
you show the same attitude as he did? 

À. Niemueller had expressod demonstratively the opposition against the 
institution of concentration camps and the divine cult with the person of Adolph 
Hitler. It was the zeneral opinion within the church circles that with Niemeller's 
deed the need for demonstration and protest had been satisfied for the time being, 
and that therefore now every German should fulfill his duty at his position in a 
decent way. 

Q. You, therefore, considered it adviaable to continue your work in & man- 
ner which would permit you to continue your work? 

A. We opposed any access of which we learned, and we opposed those outraces 
of which we learned in the newspapers always only after they had happened and we 


tried to influence the SA.members in that sense. 


Q. My last question is the following. You mentioned before that a few 
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individual SA-men participated in the outrages of November 8 and 9, 1938. 
Wouldn't that have constituted a valid reason for you and others to dis- 
associate with the SA unless you did approve of those events? 

A. The large majority of the members of the SA disapproved andma condemned 
these events, but since we were told that the supreme SA leadership had par- 
prohibited those events and that the individuals who participated in them would 
be sentenced and rmxsixNk punished, we felt that our conscience could be satisfied. 

Q- Wasn't your attitude also influenced by the fact that the events of November 
8 and 9, 1938 constituted one sinzle event? 

A. Yes, that was relevant because we believed again and again that in the 
future such outrages could be corrected. 

Q- As far as your district was concerned, didn't many SA men wkaxkxawxs? 
you know of wks participate in the event of November 8 and 9, 19387 

A. As far as I know the events of November 8 and 9, 1938, were carried out 
by an organization troop which was not joined by the SA. Only during the course 
of November 10 in certain parts of the city individual SA men participated in those 
things. I myself didn't see one single SA man in uniform participate, and only 
subsequently I was informed that actually SA men did participate. 

Q- Could you frankly and truthfully say that the overwhelming majority 
of the SA men did not participate in these events or do you have to deny that? 

A. The atrocities and crimes committed them were not in accordance with the 
nature and character of the German people, and the average SA man did not approve 
of them. 

DR. BOEHM: No further questions. 
MR. TAYLOR: Any cross examination? 


CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. MARRECO: 


Q- Why did you leave the SA in 19387 
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A. Because there existed a general order that members of the church and 
ministers whould not belong to a Party organization any more. As far as I know 
that was a secret order of the Party leadership. 
Q- What was the purpose of that order? 
A. To diminish gradually the effectiveness of the church within the SA. 
Qe Wasn't it because the SA had no use at all for anythinz that was 
Christian? 
A. That I do not believe, because I repeat could prove of pure and decent 
attitude on the part of my SA men. 
Q- Where was the church with which you were connected? 
A. It is the Evangelical Church of the Prussians for Branburg and Prussia 
province. 
Q. Was that the church with which Pastor Niemueller belonzed? 


A. Yes. 

Q- Are you speaking here for the Evangelical Church or are you speaking for 

one sector 
ax eu ef the Lutheran Church? 

A. I belonged to that church and not to any special sector. 

Q- What was the attitude of the SA and of the Party towards the Roman 
Catholic Church? 

A. There existed a great deal of conflict between the SA and Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Q- Isn't it a fact thet throughout Germany the Roman Catholic Church was 
terribly insulted and persecuted? 

A. I may stated that I represent the Protestant sector of the church. 

MR. TAYLOR: That is not the question that prosecution asked him. 


A. No, in that general way, one could not state that. 


Q. Are you familiar with the publication, "The SA Man"? 
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A. I know of it, but I read only a few issues of it. 
Q. Are you familiar with the articles which are being quoted in evidence 
in these proceedings in document 3050 P.S. - articles antagonistic to the Roman 
Catholic Church? 
A. No, at this moment I'm not familiar. 
Q. Am I to understand that you cannot speak for the Roman Catholic Church, 
but can only speak for the :venzelical Church? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is it correct that two factions existed in the “vangelical Church - 
the Deutscher Christian and the so-called Confessional faction? 
A. Yes. 
Q. To which faction did Reichs Bishop Mueller belong? 
A. He was counted among the German Christians. 
Q. And to which faction dió Pastor Niemueller belong? 
A. Confessional church. 
Q. What was your attitude towards Reichs Bishop Muellert 
A. Large sectors of the church did not accépt Reichs Bishop Mueller, because 
he was considered inadequate both as a the theorist and as a minister. 
Q. Was it because Reichs Bishop Mueller was prepared to condone the eccesses? 
A. I do not know of that reason and I would consider it entirely impossible 
that Mueller, in spite of his friendly attitude towards the Nazis, could have con- 
doned such accesses. 
Q. You said that the units of the SA attended church services. Would they 
not attend that church which had purged of even many of independent lines and which 


more likely Mueller had been seized and thrown into a concentration campi 


A. No, the matter was like this. During that theoreüical conclusions 


between the so-called German Christians and confessional people, the majority 
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retained neutral and different positions, and the SA members and other people re- 
tained quite normal relationships to those ministers. 

Q. The SA was a function of the Nazi Party, was it not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So may I take it that SA policy in general was harmless with Party policy? 

A. Not in every respect, because one has to realize that considering the huge 
program of the Party, the single points of the program were under constant 
discussion. 

Q. les, there may have been differences in detail, but not in general. The 
Party leid down the broad lines which the SA was to follow, did it now? 

È. There existed, if I may say so, a little tension between the SA and the 
Party, because the average SA man refused from the very Beginning to accept certain 
tendencies within the Farty and he retired to a more moderate position. 

Q. Are you telling us that Lutze, the SA Chief of Steff was a good church 
ment 

A. As far as I know Lutze never left the church, and I do not know that he 
ever openly opposed it. 

Q. XkxXEsxxmx Look at this document. I shall read to you an extract from Docu- 
ment D-75, which is included in the document book of the Political Leaders. It 
is & letterfrom the inspector of the Security Police at Dusseldorf to Amt 4 of 
the RSHA. In the second paragraph it refers to a secret decree of the Party 
Chancellory signed by Bormann, in which Bormann clearly points out Nationalist 
Socialism and are incompatable and that the influence of the 
churches in Germany, inveluding the Protestant Church must be eliminated. What 
have you got to say to that clear statement of the National Socialist policy? 


A. Only in the course of development of many years, we learned of the hostile 


attitude towards the church by the Chancellor of the Party and Bormann, and 
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that actually secret orderes dated from 1941. At that time we knew that Bormann 
had become a fanatical enemy of the church. 

Q. I think you have sufficiently answered that question. Will you agree 
with me that Reichs Bishop Mueller, who was a leader of the faction in the 
church function, was if anything more favorable than must churchmen to Party 
doctrine? Isn't that a question that could be enswered yes or nof Wasn't 
Reichs Bishop Mueller or was he not more favorable than most churchmen to 
Party doctrine? 

A. In general I guess one could affirm that. 

Q- Yes, we have this letter which is 098 P.S., included in the Fess document 
book from the Party Chancellory addressed to Rosenberg by Bormann which speaks 
even of Reich Bishop Mueller in these terms. I better read this: "The deputy 
of the Fuehrer has heard from different sources that Reich Bishop Mueller tells 
everywhere, that he received a commission from you to work out directions for 
formulating the teaching tkgxts of religion for the schools. I have not been able 
to exemine the statements of Reich Bishop Mueller as to their correctness. The 
question, having come up for discussion agein by the statements of Reich Bishop 
Mueller, is however in my mind of such fundamental importance for the future 
ideological position of the party, that I find it necessary, already now to point 
out to you the serious objections I have in regard to such a commission." 

Would you readthat. Two paragrephs down: "Christianity and National Socialism 

are phenomena which originated from entirely different basic causes. Both differ 
fundamentally so strongly, that it will not be possible to construct a Christian 
teaching which would be completely compatible with the point of view of the national 
socialist ideology; just as the communities of Christian feith would never be able 


to séand by the ideology of national socialisim in its entirety. The issuing 


of national socialists directionsfor the teaching of religious classes would 
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however be based on a synthesis of national socialism and Christianity which I 

find impossible." Isn't that a clear statement of National Socialist policies, 
and in view of this statement how can you say that an organization of the Party 
was in harmony with chench teaching? 


A. Subsequently one can state only with feelings of deep soul that the supreme 


leadership, Bormann and Hess, actually they went that way of error and mistake. 
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Q- 


want to explain further. 





Mi: All right. I think you have answered that questione-unless you 


A. I would like to add that the letter was not written before 1940, amd that 
Reichsbisechof Mueller, after hie dismissal in 1937, had nothing more to do with 
the charch. 

Q. You have told us a good deal about outrages against churches committed 
by individual SA men, ani you have told us that you were critical of these outrages—~ 
which you only read about in the papers after they happened. In view of sts your 
knowledge of these widespread outrages, isn't it patently absurd to come here and 
say that the attitude of the SA toward the @hurch was not a hostile one? 

A. I beg your pardon; a misunderstanding must have occurred. I never stated 
that I learned of outrages committed against the Church. I stated that I learned 
of nume rouè outrages committed against Jews and other political enemies. I did 
learn of the outrages committed in November, 1938, but none of them were committed 
against churches. 

Q. I have no further questions. 

COMMANDER FELTON: May we decide after the recess whether or not we 
need this witness further? 
MR. TAYLOR: Very well. 
(recess ) 
MR. TAYLOR: Proceed with the cross-examination. 
CUMMANDER FELTON: No furtner questions. 


DR. BOEHM: I have a few questions. inxkhexkagtuntugxafxrcnexcrsasx 


gxanikuz tica 
BY DR. BOEHM: 


Q. In the beginning of the cross-examination, Witness, you may have noticed 


that you were asked concerning the attitude of the SA and the Party toward the 


Church. Is it correct to coordinate the attitude of both a£ the Party and the SA 
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toward the Church? 

A. No; that is incorrect. 

Q. A letter has been submitted to you from Bormann, addressed to Rosenberg, 
in which the Ohurch and the Party were put into relationship to each other. Did 
the SA, as a whole, ever become acquainted with the contents of this letter? 

A. Wo; the SA received their orders frog the supreme SA leadership. It must 
be made quite clear that the ideas which came from the small circle around 
Bormann did not find an echo in the broad masses of the population. 

Q. I now want to question you in relation to the questions pertaining to 
Reichsbischof Mueller. Did the SD identify itself with Mueller in any way at 
all, or did it agree with his opinions? 

A. No. 

DR. BOEEM: Thank you. No further questions. 
MR. TAYLOR: The witness may be excused. 
DR. BOEHM: Would it now be possible to continue the testimony of Dr. 


Walle? 


MR. TAXLOR: Yes. Xmkxxkaxwixuszachuxramkmdigdixkkm 
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26 June 1946. 
WEINHARDT RATHCKE -- Continued 
DIRECT BXAMINATION -- Resumed 


COMMISSIONER: 


Mr. George R. Taylor (The Commission reconvened at 1045 hours) 


MR. TAYLOR: The witness is reminded that he'is still under oath. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sire 

WR. TAYLOR: Proceed, Doctor 

DIRECT EXAMINATION RESUMED 
BY DR. BOEHM (Defense Counsel for the SA) 

OQ. I asked you yesterday, Witness, whether you or the SA has reccived 
any instructions chich vould have indicated the nature of the plans of the 
SA leadorship.: Is it truce that answering yesterday that the little Si m 
did not have much political insight or foresight? 

Ae I may repeat that tho passing of orders to the lowcr "races of SA 
leaders was a very bad one; that the political information nassod to the 
average Sà-man was very pool's and that I myself, in good conscicnce, can say 
that the average SAeman has no insight of the political nlans of tho S34 
loadership. 

Qe Was it possible during the years of 1933 to 1938, or even up to 1959 
that anybody could have made propaganda, and he believed that an aggressive 
war was planned? 

ie One should not forget that the SA was composed of men who were 
starving and hungry during the first world war and who were unemployed sub= 
sequently, and who wanted nothing but peace, work and breade And one should 


also remember that the annual gathering of the Nazi Party in 1939, had been 


mown as one of ponce. 
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Qe Could the avergge Sisman conclude from Hitler's speeches of the plan 
of aggressive war, or was he rather to conclude the opposito? 

he If ono belicved Hitler, and it was still possible, one could not be 
able to believe that he was planning an aggressive war. 

MR. TAYLOR: Doctor, does this pertain to this witness? I understand 
he is to testify generally as to the attitude of the SA towards the church. 

n. BOEHM; I discussed that group of questions with Col. Neave, and 
this was verified by my collcaguo, Mre Aschnauer, who was theree 

MR. MAIRRECO: This matter was referred by telephone to Cole Neav 
yesterday afternoon, and he said expre ssively that he had been chosen to 
testify only on the attitude of tho SA tower. lis the church, 

"UB, TAYLOR: I don't know what Col. Neave approved or cid not approve, 
but the witness apparently is giving his own personal vicws of the attituce 
or the expression of what he thinks of Hitler's speeches. The Commission 
doesn't believe that it is material to the defense of the organization. 

DR. BOEHM: I discussed with Cole Neave that the witness is a gentleman 
representing the highest administrativo body of the church, and that he 
should be heard on these questions alsoe 

WR. TAYLOR: The Comnission has no objection to that. The Commission 
doesn't say the witness is not a gontlomon, Thc Commission doesn't say that 
ho isn't funiliar with the attitude of the people and the church, but he 
must vonfine himsclf to the defense of tho organization. Lot's confine our- 
selves to the defense of the organization, and that is all the Commission is 


going to hear from this witnesse I don't want to hear any personal opinions. 


-— — 


MR. ASCHENAUER: I would like to explain a misunderstanding. The 
representative of the prosecution will remember thit Cant. Tubridy came down 
yesterday and confirmed that he had ordered, after discussing the matter with 
Col. Weave, that Col. Noave had boon phoned by the defense ond thc point were 
laid down on which the witness was to bo cxamined as follows: 

MR. TAYLOR: It's not necessary to continuo this discussion. You have 
your witness here = proceed along the lino of defense that you have ond intro- 


duce the evidence that this witness is going to testify to, but apparently 


during your line of questions this morning, some are not relevant to the 


^ 30K 
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defonsCe 
Ne Did the SA take steps which arc to bo interpretcd as hostile towards 
the church? 

A. One should kecp in mind that one of the sub-mombers was the Parli- 
mentary Minister's son, Horst. Father was the field chanccllor of the Inte 


Ficld Marshal von Hindonburge 


MR. TAYLOR: Tho witncss is not answering your questions, Ho is going 


mw 
. 


into a spoech-making testimonye Let's confine ours: lves to your question 
n . . . . 
lic witness is intelligent - ho can answer your questions, You ask the 


That! 


questions an! lct him answor ite hat's all we want. 


DR. BOEHM: It is the opinion of the Defense Counsel that thc question 
cannot be answered with one sentence onlye 

vm. TAYLOR: The Commission may bo wrong, but certainly it doosn!t take 
the witness all this timo to answer your question. That's what is delaying 


E 


all thesc hearings -- is tho witness trying to give a specch and give a lot 
of explanation. I do hope that counsel will get together with tho witnesses 
and have the witnesses answer the questions briefly when possiblc, 

LT. COMDR. FELTON: I think the witness should be instructed to answer 
the question cither yes or no, If no, nothing more onn be oxplainoc,. If yes 
then he can explain what the hostile actions were. 

Re BOEHW: Whether oxplanations are necessary are based on the know- 
ledge of the witness and prosocution can not give directives: Lr. Teylor 
I suggest that one should ogroo that witnesses should answer as they do befor 
the Tribunal with yes or no andif they then considcr it necessary to give 
explanation, they they should be permitted to do soe 

LT. CMDR. FELTON:  Exactlye 

MR. TAYLOR: Let's proceed = go ahonde 

^ 


ie «You explained to us, Witness, that Horst wes tho sono of a minister. 


What do you conclude ffom that in regard to my question whether the SA acted 


B 
in a hostile manner towards the church? 
à. From my experiences within the framowork of the church, i do not 
know of one incident in which the SA disturbed divine services or damaged, in 


any way, church buildings or property. 
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N If such incidents would have occurred, would the church administra- 


Le 
tion have learned about it? 

ie Yes, lt would have come to our knowledge just as much as we learn 
today that the wives of ministers are raped and the ministers are torn away 


from their residences. 


9 ins the work of tho Lord ridiculed within the SA. 


^ 


ie There aro some free thinkers in the SA who opposed tho preaching 
of the word Lord in the Si in occasional conversations. There were individu: 
residents to which were accustomed on tho basis of philosophical controversi: 
we hac carried on throughout tho yearse 


te Can one say that thos people were free thinkers because they bee 


longed. to the Si, or would one say thev would have beon free thinkers as 


members of any other organization too? 


! 


x 7 
O Tf "^ 6. Da ^ m * — 4 Ea 3 c ^ 
Ae Yes, we had former Communists in the SA. 
. me 3 1. (T T g mat ON US 4m J E F; — 
s. Vla tho avera ge o..-moan approve of the persecution of the Jews? 
m - TT es j| PA ~h a E ar: —— a4 ]3 2 44 - 2 " > 1 CS T - Ba elko dE p~ "y" - L 
44e L201C07TC WAS A renovrmal in pol s. lo C100 within tne S í hou k ho cvonts of 


aee b Es uS ; 20 OZD J on Pe A d a. 1 —— bs ^ 
Novenber 8 and 9, 1938, in spito of the fact that unfortunately in some 


ion aa — — ae 5x23 ez Tid ant ot ol | a —— n. E á . TUS 
places &£á-men participated in those outrages. ås far ns I recollect they wer 


3 


, . * 3 — t uar RT. 1 — Se tee wp — A oW 
indivicual residents which were vunishoà 1xmodiatelv, 


t 


le What did tho Så know about tho concentration camps { 


LT. CMDR. FELTON: This man is not qualified to answcr that as far as 

P 3 - 
^ T ^ — — . . LI . 7 . 
ie TAYLOR: If tho witness knows tho answer himself, all right. If it 


ls personal opinion, thon the question is not prover. If ho knows, it's 


differente 


at did you as a member of the church administrative body lmow abou" 


concentration camns? 
4 


E 


Ww? — x a re de ur ios Led ax dE. * : 
Ae TAYLOR: Let's find out what his qualifications are to KNOW, except 


* 
"^ 
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ALS inGiviscual opinion, It appears you are asking him for a conclusion. 
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JR o 42^ EN 1$ 
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Originally the witness wis called to testify on the subject 


C A e^ 7 4 4*. ^ 8433 y — P slan. nr ; * 1 
94 ani tho church, ang I reached tho agreement with Cole Neave to the effect 


that the witness who was a member of tho highest administrativo boy of the 








dlid 
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Protestant church in G rmany, that he be heard on the aspect -= on tho point 
of vicw the average German had on tho Si, and Col. Neave replied as follows: 
considering the position which the witness has held, it will be intcresting 
to hear him on that subjecte 

MR. TAYLOR: se aro wasting a lot of time and frequently the Conmission 
is of the opinion th^t some questions are irrelevant. I don't think the 
Commission under 6-À should hear irrevelant matters. I think counsel having 


4-1 J. 


reac that, should confine thomselves to that in testimony before tho 
Commission. ‘Jc can save more time by going ahead and letting the witness 


OnswCcr e 


whether or 


E. 
; 


DR, BOEHM; Article 6 A (3) is based on the assumption of 
not the individual member of tho Så could ascertain the criminal character of 
the organization. This witness was not a leader in the SA. He was just a 
Simple Si man, and as such and from his position as leading church administr 
tor, he was able to gain certain opinions from the SA and I would like to 
request that the Commission hear at least one witness of this noturo,. We kn 
that crimcs were committed in concentration camps, and I think it would be 
highly valuable if we would learn from this witness what he and his church 
learned about crimes in concentration coms. 


^ "T^ n Re - - , . 
Mhe TAYLOR: roecod with the witness 


5 


| ye Ae A : ' ; nm ved ls v4 
le init did the Så know about the concentration camps 
Ter Tr — r Y r J.T. a w^" 4-3 P - ^ 7145 o ( d aie | ` 
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enc. Dachau. Those camps were characterized as institutions of tomporary 
nature There were in the ranks of the SA even pcople who had Beon discharge 
from concentration campse  Howovor, those people refused to give any informa- 
tion about the treatment they had received in the concentration CAMPS e 

Qe And what did you know as a member of the church administrative body 
about the concentration camnpse 

Lhe concentration camp, Sachsenhausen belonged in my church districte 
Because Pastor Niomucllor was kept thers, wc tried in vain to gct in contact 


with that camp. Neither Dr. Niemucller'!s direct co-workers were ina positi- 


Probst Hans Bochm were in a position to do so, nor tho supor intondont of the 


church at Eberhard Simone 
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Qe Pid the SA knor anything about any of the other crimes tho prosecuti 


m dl cy ,9 
charges $ 


iie HAY I ask of what crimcs you are talkine? 


e I refer to all crimes chargod under 6 A, and that means not only 


crimes 


e^ C) 
a 4 » 
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against peace, but war crimes and crimes against humanity as well. 
A, ‘these crimes were su; .csecly committed rrin; the war at a time when t 
majority of the members cf the SA served in the armed forces. 
Ge Dic you read anythin. about them in the new,ayers ? 
Àe Noe 
Ge vic you gain from any source any information on those thins ? 


j^ D No 


Qe Vaäantt it also that political propa anca mace it im_ossible for you 
to be informed of th se thinus ? 

Ae Yes, of course, that is ture, because propananda was mostly cne-sidced, 
out there was no other source cf information existin: for us. 

je Do you know that there was a penalty -f death if you would listen to 
forcei.n broadcasts 7? 

Ae ies, I know that. 

Ce Wid members of the Sh in conversations wito you in your capacity as a 
minister try to get clarification as to the result anc consequence of belon- 
ging to the SÀ ? 

Ae Yes, while th. racicalism of SA incrvasec, it became im.ortant for the 
indivicual tc ascertain how much l n:;cr ho was com,;eliec to remain coedient 
to the Sie 

Qe Did you ever discuss with indivicuals to what extent the State was en- 
titled t^ demanc incivicuals to joininz or remainin. within the Sa ? and di 
you affirm cr ne-ate that question in principle ? 

Á. On the basis of the German law to assure the unity of State anc :rarty, 
on Necemer 1, 1933, every German citizen was c:lised to belons to an 
organization cf the rarty o 

Qe That means you answered that quosticn in the affirmative in the conver 
tion with your SA members ? 

e On the basis of Biblical consequence of obedience as expressed in Roma 
Noe 13, every minister has to submit to th&order of cbecience towards State 
authorities, the only thin; we could tell the incivicual was that you, at 


the joint you are stencins, have the cbli ation to cppose crimes, 


Ge hat was the attractive element -for you in the SA ? 


2400 








mens so NANG 


ine In tic Så was a sim Je Cerman people in whose cleanliness anc decency 


3e weren't there other elements in the SA which attracted you too, as for 


; - 


instance, the icea of the union of the people 7 
he I strossec already yesterday that after the years of starvation anc 


stru;zlc, ovorybocy desired a real socialist jecple community, anc that was 


sur conviction. On that point there was 2 real missionary task for thc church 


. You kgew that ijicwuellor was ,ut fint> a c:ncentration campe “hy cidn't 
vou Show the samc &ttituce as hc dic ? 

Ae Wiemuller hac ex,rossed deuonstrativ.ly the oj, >vsition azainst the ins- 
titution -f coneentrati:n cam s an? the divine cult with the nersan of adolf 
Hi tleor, It was tho encral o,inion within the church circles that with Nie- 
muller's deed the necó fir cemcnstration and protest hac been satisfied for 


the tins bein-, anc that therefore now every German shoul? fulfill his duty 


at his position in 2 decent waye 


ye You, theref ro, consicered it acvisable to continue your work in a 
MANNE 4044 (ou ge 127 E a3 d^ ment <ronYr wor 
Weal ner iva LLC. i VY bale bon E > r nait y u U C i itinus y mee i Pi pi K ? 
h » * m P m. , ppm — 4 earl "aT, — - D , d ~ " . - A 1. - . 
i.e ie ep VBC any access i waich we learnec, ane WS ^?7.i.-ScC th se coutra- 


TA 


es .f which we learned in the newsuapers always only after they hau hay) enec. 
anc we tried to influence the Si members in that senses. 
, My last question is tne followinz. fou menticned before that a few 


i * 


incivicu2l S4á-men participated in the outrages of November 8 and 9, 1930, 
“oulentt that have constituted a valic reason for you and other to dissasso- 
ciate with tls Så unless you did approve of those events ? 

ie The large magority of the members cf the SA Cisapprovec anc condemned 
these events, but since we were tolo that the supreme SA leadership hac pro 


hibited thess events anc that the incivicuals who ,artici ated in them would 


joe sentenced and punished, we felt that our conscience could be satisfied. 


é 
. 
Cj 
n 
9 
ct 


your attituce also influcnced by the fact that the events cf 
November 8 and 9, 1939 constituted one single event ? 

he Yos, that was relevant because we oelicvea arain ani a. ain that in the 
future such cutrases co ld be correctec, 


~ 


as far as your Cistrict was concerned, Ciun't many SA men you know of 


rticizpate in the event of Neverbsr 8 and 9 , 1938 ? 








oe MET 


is as far as I know the cvents of November 8 am 9, 1938, were carriod out 
by an organization troop which was n t j ined by the She Only durin, the cour 
i£ Nowesber 10 in certain arts of the city in-ivi usl Sa nen _articipated 
in those thin s. I myself didn't see .ne sin le 54 man in uniform participate, 
an? only subsequently I was inforne«| that actually SA men dic .articipate. 

j Couli you frankly an truthfully say that the vorwhelmin: majority 
s Sa nen di? not .articipate in these events or io you have to ceny that? 

ae Tho atrociti.s anc. crimes committe. them were not in accorcance with the 
nature an character cf the German pecple, anu the averare S4 man cic nct ap- 
wer OCVe i = theme 


DR. BOEHis No further questicns. 


"7 Im; i ve mink sae 44 
‘MTL e Tat LOW 2 "WWE Cross cx winatL n ? 
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SY MRACOS 
.. why cic you leave the Sa in 1938 ? 


7 4m e` ^ A — v pe * 7 
he Because there exis tec! 


D 


a 


|. zeneral order that members of the church anc 


sinisters would not belons to a Party rcanization any morce hs far as I 


D 


1 xm TRIP Ya ede ore e^ * F " eT a pd" del > d à up hse 
know that was a secret order of the rarty leacersnipe 


"7 Jj. 7 


Ae To diminish .radually the effectiveness of the church within the Sie 


^e wasn't it because the Sa nac no use at All for anything that was Chris- 


29: 


he That I do not belicve, because I repeat could urove of , ure anc cecent 


attituce on the part ci my os mn 


e Where was the church wits which you were connected ? 


ae It is the Evan-olical Church cf the irussians fcr Branbure and 


russia 
"rovincce 
, Was that the church with which rastor Niemueller welonged 7 
Ae YeSe 


Se Aro you speaking here for the Evancelical Church or are you s -ecakine 


- 


for one sector cf the Lutheran Church ? 


-— 


he I belon;sé to that church anc not to any special sectcr, 
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ze “hat .as th. attituce of the Sa anc of the rart; towards the itoman Ca- 
thclic Church 7 


ay 


44 here cxistea a .reat deal 


jt 
O 


mflict between the Sa anc Roman Qathclic 
Churche 

, Isn't it a fact that tnr-uihout Germany the icman Catholic Church was 
terribly insulted anc persecuted ? 

ie I noy stato that i represent tho rrotestant sector of the church, 

Re WYLO, That is not the question that prosecution asked hime 

Ae No, in that -encral way, one coulc not state thate 

s are you familiar with the publication, "The Sa Man" 3 

he I know of it, but I read only a fow issued cf it. 

49 ire yu familiar with the articles which are bein: quoted in evicence 
in these ;rocesdin.;s in Cocument 3050 PS earticles antagonistic to the foman 
Catholic Church ? 

he Nc, at this momcnt I', not familiar. 

^. am I to uncerstand that you cannot speak for the Roman Cathclic Church, 
but can only speak for the Evanvelical Cnunch ? 

ine {Iese 

œ is it correct that two facti.ns oxistoc in the Evan-clical Church = 


the Deutscher Christian an. the so-called Confessi nal facticn 7? 


Ge To which faction cic Reichs Bishop Mueller belcn; ? 

Ae He was counted amoni, the German Christians. 

4e anc to which faction dic rastor Niemucller belon: ? 

he Confessional churche 

je What was your attitude towards Reichs Bishop Mueller ? 

Ae Largo sectors of the church Sid not accept Reichs Dishop Mueller, becau 
he was considered ina equate both as a the theorist ani as a minister. 
l» Was it because Reiéhs Bishop Vueller was prepared to condcno the access 


he I do not know of that reason and I would consider it entirely impossi^l 


n 
-— 
t 
— | 
t- 


int Mueller in spite of his friendly attitude towards the Nazis, coulc nave 
concioned such accessoese 
3e You said that the units of the SA attended church services, Wculc they 


not attent that church which hoc vurged of even many of independent lines and 


which more likely “Mueller hac been Seized and throm into a concentration cam 
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he Nog the matter was liko thise During thet theoratical conclusions betwe 
the So-called German Christians an) confessional meople, the majority retai- 
ne"? neutral and different positions, ani the SA mcn»ers anc other people re- 
tained quite normal relationshijs to th se ministers. 
œ The SA was a functi.n ¿f the Nazi rarty, was it not 7? 
ite YCSe 
. So may I take it that Sa policy in ¿jeneral ws harmless with warty pclics 
he Not in every resect, cecause cne has tc realize that consi ering the 
nu o program f the rart;, the single ;,"ints cof the program were uncer cons tar. 
Liscussi.on, 
nay oave been differences in cetail, ^ut not in enere The 
tarty lei. Gown the broad lines which the Ss was to follow, dic it now 1 
he thers oxistoc, if I may say so, a little tension between the S4 anc the 
party, because tho average Sa man refuses from the very ^ecinnin. t. accept 
certain tendencies within the rarty anc herctirec tc a more moderate position. 
;. are vou tellin. te that Lutze , the Si Chief .f Staff was a gooc church 
ae 4s far as I kno Lutze never left the church, anc I co nct know that he 
ever openly opposed ite 
. Look at this Cocunente I shall read to you an xtract from Document 
the document book of the iolitical Leaders. It is 


~ © 


ispector of the Security rolice at Dusseldorf tc Amt Ll 
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of the RSHie In the secon paragraph it refers to.a secfet decree of the iar 
Chancellory sired by Bormenne in which Bormann clearly points out Naticnalis’ 
Socialism ani are incompatabzle an^ that the influence of the churches in Ger- 


many, includine the irotcstant Un rch must be eliminatede “hat have you zot 


to say to that clear statement of the National Socialist policy ? 


P. 


L 


he Only in the course of evelopment oi many years, We learned of the hosti 
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lo attituce towards the durch by the Chancellor of the rarty anc Bormamn- anc 
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